THE BRINGING FORTH OF THE WORK OF ART 


been interested in or capable of painting (using ferrous 
oxide clays and manganese oxide) the walls of caves with 
images/would not have been interested in or capable of 
engraving animal bones and horns and stones with images 
if he had not been able to effectively distinguish be- 
tween the literal and the figurative? Is it not true 
that those ice-age hunters who put their hands on the 
walls of caves and blew pigment through a tube onto their 
hands in order to bring into existence a negative hand 
print for example would not have been interested in or 
capable of doing so if they had not been able not only 

to effectively distinguish between that which is within 
and that which is not within a spatial frame of reference 
in which the existence of phenomena can be determined 

by relying on information acquired by the senses but also 
to characterize the particular qualities of those phenom- 
ena that were within that spatial frame of reference? Is 
is not true that those ice-age hunters who depicted differ- 
ent species of plants and animals at different Seasons 
would not have been interested in or capable of doing 

so if they had not been able not only to effectively dis- 
tinguish between that which is within and that which is 
not within a temporal frame of reference in which the 
existence of phenomena can be determined by relying on 
information acquired by the senses but also to character- 
ize the particular qualities of those phenomena that were 
within that temporal frame of reference? If ice-age 

Homo sapiens was capable of effectively making those 
distinctions (as it seems likely that he was given the 
realistic and abstract images that he brought into exis- 
tence) is it not likely that he also had words to de- 
scribe those differences? What can be said of the por- 
trait of ice-age Homo sapiens that is incarnated in 

those images that he brought into existence? What can 

be said of the portrait of the world as it has been re- 
formed by the mind of ice-age Homo sapiens that is in- 
carnated in those images that he brought into existence? 
What can be learned about the functioning of the mind 

of those Homo sapiens who in the twentieth century A.D. 
for example are interested in and capable of bringing 
into existence works of art and who do so by thinking 
about the functioning of the mind of those Homo sapiens 
who at the end of the last ice age brought into existence 
realistic and abstract images? What can be learned about 
the functioning of the mind of those Homo sapiens who at 
the end of the last ice age brought into existence real- 
istic and abstract images by thinking about the function- 
ing of the mind of twentieth-century artists for example? 





